
HINTON ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting   

held at Hinton St Mary Village Hall 
on Tuesday  DECEMBER 12th2017 at 7 pm 

 
Present:- 
Chairman –  Charles Wright (CW) 
Councillors – Janet Bolton (JB)   Howard Burbidge (HB)   Kevin Jones (KJ) 
Clerk –   Vivian Hitchmough (VH) 
District Councillor Mrs Jane Westbrook 
 
 
2017.45 Apologies County Councillor -   Mrs Pauline Batstone , Cllr Jo Curtis 
 
2017.46 Minutes of the meeting of TuesdaySeptember 5th2017 were agreed 

as a true record and duly signed.   These will now be added to the 
village web page. 

 
2017.47 Matters Arising 

Speed Indicator Device and village speed limit 
KJ has left a message for Guy regarding the sid which East Stour had 
purchased. He  is away at the present time but will return his call.  He 
questioned whether a change to the village speed limit from the 
30mph  to a 20mph limit  was practical in the village as vehicles were 
generally unable to speed in that area.  HB was concerned about 
children on bicycles and vehicles travelling too fast.  Cllr Westbrook 
said that SIDs were more effective as a reminder as they caught your 
eye on approach. If purchased a sid would be used on the main road 
through the village ( a 30 mph limit)  KJ considered that moving the 
SID was more effective as people get used to them in one place, 
moving from one end of the village could achieve this  Cllr Westbrook 
said supportive evidence and data is needed to make a bigger picture 
for the control of traffic in small villages.   KJ asked if the SID could be 
occasionally be sited within the village (currently unrestricted) to 
indicate to drivers their speed despite no speed limit is in place and 
will discuss this with Guy.  ACTION KJ 
 
HB reported that the stables vehicles did travel rather too fast and the 
Chairman will write a letter in this respect.    ACTION CW 

 
2017.48 Declarations of Interest  none 

  
2017.49 Updates from Officers 
 
Planning 

Corner Cottage, Veals Lane.    Cllrs were minded to make no 
comment.    



Roads, drains and potholes 
No issues 

 
Village Liaison  

JB reminded Councillors of the Christmas party to take place shortly 
 
Village Garden JB said  that Robin Gibbs had kindly taken on supervision of the 

garden and there will be more action in the Spring. 
 

2017.50 Finance 
A cheque for the clerk’s salary, the Village hall, the Mosaic and Church 
donations were signed  

  Budget Planning 
Councillors had perused the budget planning analysis and agreed the 
figures.   Cllrs considered that there may be a need for the Parish 
Council to take some responsibility for road safety works and with this 
in mind a 10% increase in Precept was agreed. 
CW proposed a 10% increase in the Precept and this was seconded by 
JB.   The Clerk will request an increase of £200 to £1800 (total 
precept) for the year 2018/19.   ACTION VH 
JB suggested that the Church may look favourably on a village project 
such as the repair of some of the raised pavements.   JB will approach 
the church treasures in this respect.   ACTION JB 
Cllr Westbrook said the budgets for highways had been slashed and 
some services will not be carried out.   It was suggested that Parish 
and Town Councils may be able to carry out minor works and general 
clear ups but any emergency will be attended to.    She suggested the 
raised pavement issues may be of interest to Historic England and the 
Chairman said he will approach them.   ACTION CW  
 

2017.51 Reports 
County CouncillorCllr Batstone was absence as she was attending another 
meeting.  However the Clerk read her report which included details of the 
mobile bank times and the surgeries. 
  

   
  District Councillor 

Cllr  Westbrookreported that the Secretary of State needed to agree 
to the new re-organisation of local politics, but there was still a great 
deal of work and decisions to be made as there will be a dramatic 
change and this re-organisation will eventually save money.    The 
social care bill for the elderly and children is extremely high in Dorset 
and at the present time North Dorset has the lowest Council tax.  This 
will be re-aligned over the next five years even though the 
infrastructure in North Dorset is poor.     
CW pointed out that April 2019 would be an election  year for 
Councils. 



 
 

2017.52 Questions from residents none 
 
 
2017.53 Correspondence  none 
 
2017.54 Any Other Business 

JB reported that the ATM in the One Stop still needed repair and there was 
no likelihood of this taking place.    The  ATM previously sited at Barclays 
Bank (now closed) may be re-commissioned in the future. Currently only ATM 
working in Sturminster is the outside the Co-op. 
Cllrs discussed the various potential building sites in Sturminster and the 
controversy surrounding some of the areas, particularly the old Snook site 
and the British Legion. 
CW reported that 350 houses were potentially to be built in Sturminster over 
the next 20 years up to 2033.  JW said that the original 5 year plan had not 
been completed and so development and planning was mostly allowed to go 
through in order to increase the numbers.  Generally she said people 
preferred to live on the edge of villages rather than in a large housing 
development so small developments were easier to sell.  
CW is to complete the questionnaire of behalf of the Parish Council and he 
asked the Cllrs for suggestions for the improvement of the town.    It was 
generally considered that more G.Ps were needed but JB pointed out that the 
surgery was offering excellent terms but no applicants were coming forward.      
She said there was a major issue with missed appointments and time 
wasters.  

 
JB said the dog fouling issue was still a problem and CW said that whilst the 
Parish Council could purchase and place a bin the Council will not empty it so 
it remains a problem.    The major issue is dogs off the lead and owners not 
paying attention to their fouling. 
 

2017.55 Items for next agenda  none at the present time 
    
 
 
2017.56 Provisional datesfor meetings throughout 2018 

Tuesday  February 6th 2018   7pm 
Tuesday May 15th 2018 7pm   AGM followed by Council meeting 
Tuesday August 7th 2018 7pm 
Tuesday November 13th 2018 7pm    budget meeting 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm     

 
 
 



 


